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Witchford Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Committee 
 

Clerk: Mrs A Hodges, 88 West Fen Road, Ely, Cambridgeshire, CB6 3AA 
Telephone 01353 664427 

 
Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 11th December 2018 

at 7.30 pm in St. Andrews Hall. 
 
Present:   Mr I Allen (in the Chair), Mr I Boylett, Mr R Braund, Mr J Foulger, Mrs R 

Lacey and Mr A Shaw 
 
Public Session: No members of the public were present.  
 
18/35 Apologies for absence were received from Mrs J King and Mrs R Westwell  
 
18/36 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
18/37 The Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee Meeting held on 13th November 2018 

were agreed by the Committee and signed as a correct record by the Chairman.  
 
18/38 Under Witchford Parish Council Standing Order 28, the Committee agreed to suspend 

Standing Orders 3 e – k for agenda items 18/39 - 41 to allow public participation in the 
discussion should any members of the public attend the meeting.  

 
18/39 The Chairman reported on a meeting he held on 3rd December 2018 with the East Cambridgeshire 

District Council Strategic Planning Officer, also attended by the Clerk and the Neighbourhood Plan 
consultant. This had been an in-depth review of the draft text of the Neighbourhood Plan. The 
Strategic Planning Officer had made various comments as follows: 

 
 i) the Neighbourhood Plan should allocate land for housing if it wants to ensure protection under 

paragraph 14 of the NPPF.  
 
 ii) it is likely that the Inspector examining the East Cambridgeshire Submission Version Local Plan 

will remove the green wedges at Witchford, and so the Witchford Neighbourhood Plan may need 
to include a green wedge policy; this would have to be justified by relevant evidence. 

 
 iii) the draft spatial strategy policy should be restructured to make the Landscape Character 

Assessment a separate section.  
 
 iv) general ‘streamlining’ is needed, perhaps using the Fordham Neighbourhood Plan which has 

recently been adopted as a model. 
 
18/40 The Committee noted a projected timetable for the production of the Witchford Neighbourhood 

Plan, which indicated that the submission version Neighbourhood Plan might be ready for 
submission to the District Council in Summer 2019. Following this, the District Council must 
organise a formal consultation, an examination by an independent examiner and a referendum 
before the Plan can come into force. 

  
 The Committee noted that more support from the Neighbourhood Plan consultant will be needed 

and agreed to recommend to the Parish Council that the 2019-20 budget should include £3000 for 
Neighbourhood Plan support. The Parish Council will also review options for viring items in the 
2018-19 budget to make any further Neighbourhood Plan support payments in this financial year. 

 
18/41 The Committee noted the housing allocation numbers reported by the East Cambridgeshire District 

Council Strategic Planning Officer. These are based on the allocations as at 1st April 2018 – that is 
the total of allocations in the Submission Draft Local Plan and other planning permissions in 
Witchford at that date. These total 332, so the housing allocation number provided by the Strategic 
Planning Officer was 330.  



 

 

82 
 
 The Committee agreed that the Witchford Neighbourhood Plan should seek to make the following  

housing allocations: allocations included in the East Cambridgeshire Local Plan, planning 
permissions at 1st April 2018, and housing on land east of Marroway Lane in accordance with 
planning permission granted by East Cambridgeshire District Council. As these allocations would 
total considerably in excess of 330, the Committee did not consider it necessary to make additional 
allocations. 

 

18/42  Date of next Neighbourhood Plan Committee meeting Tuesday 8th January 2019 at 
 7.30pm. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.45 pm  

Signed:  …………………………………………………..   Chairman 

Date:     ………………………………………. 
 


