
 

 

WITCHFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
ALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
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Witchford Parish Council 
 

Clerk: Mrs A Hodges, 88 West Fen Road, Ely, Cambridgeshire, CB6 3AA 
Telephone 01353 664427 

 
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 19th December 2018 at 7.30pm at St 

Andrews Hall Main Street 
 
Present:   Mr A Shaw (in the Chair), Mr I Allen, Mr I Boylett, Mr R Braund, Mr J Foulger, 

Mr D Jackson, Mr N Johnson Mrs R Lacey, Mr H Palmer and Mrs R Westwell 
 
No members of the public were present. 
 
18/313 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs J King. 
 
18/314 Cllr Boylett declared a prejudicial personal interest in items 18/322. Cllr Boylett exercised his 

speaking right, then left the meeting while the Parish Council discussed this item. 
 
18/315 The following corrections were made to the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 

held on 5th December 2018: 18/298 change ‘retention basins’ to ‘underground attenuation 
tanks’, 18/ 300 change ‘bus stops’ to ‘displays’, page 7197 minor typrographical corrections. 
The Minutes of the 5th December 2018 meeting were then approved by the Parish Council 
and signed as a true record by the Chairman.  

 
 Neighbourhood Plan Committee  
 
18/316 The Parish Council noted a report on the current budgetary position regarding expenditure on 

Local Plan representations, the Neighbourhood Plan and protecting open spaces. Cllr Allen 
as Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee advised that more work is needed from 
the Neighbourhood Plan consultant in re-structuring the policies in the draft plan document in 
the light of advice from the District Council Strategic Planning Officer. Further grant funding 
might possibly be available in the next financial year, but consultant support will be needed 
before that (which can be funded from the £2224 available budget in this financial year); 
however, it should be noted that grant funding cannot be guaranteed. 

 
 The Parish Council agreed: to make an application for additional grant funding from Locality 

immediately at the start of the next financial year and also to add £3000 to the 2019-20 
budget for consultancy support in case grant funding cannot be obtained. The Parish Council 
also agreed that Cllr Allen and the Clerk should meet with the Neighbourhood Plan consultant 
in early January to discuss the next steps in producing the plan. The programmed 
Neighbourhood Plan Committee meeting on 8th January 2019 will not now go ahead as this 
meeting will not take place before then. 

 
18/317 The Parish Council noted that the designated Neighbourhood Plan Area will have to be 

altered to take account of the upcoming parish boundary changes. The Parish Council agreed 
to ask the District Council to undertake the necessary consultations now rather than waiting 
until after the boundary changes have come into force; the Parish Council will also write to the 
adjacent affected parishes directly. 

 
 Legal 
 
18/318 The Parish Council agreed new dates for its meetings in May 2019, to take into account the 

possibility that there might be a Parish Council election on 2nd May. The new dates are 15th 
and 22nd May, with no meeting on 1st or 14th May. The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 
17th April before the Parish Council meeting that evening.  
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18/319 The Parish Council noted the East Cambridgeshire District Council Community Governance 
Review Order which will bring into effect changes to the parish boundary in either February or 
March next year, so that the elections in May 2019 will be held with the new boundaries. Parts 
of Bedwell Hey Park which were previously in Wilburton will be moved in Witchford, as will 
parts of Sutton Road which were previously in Wentworth. The open land south of the A142 
between the end of the village and the Lancaster Way Business Park roundabout will also be 
moved into Witchford parish. 

 
18/320 The Parish Council noted Cambridgeshire County Council (Public Byways Open to All Traffic 

No7 Witchford and No14 Wilburton) Definitive Map Modification Order 2018. The Parish 
Council had no comments. 

 
 Planning Items 
 
18/321 The Parish Council noted that the reserved matters planning application for the development 

at Manor Road was approved by the District Council Planning Committee on 7th November. 
The approved application includes £109,000 S106 contributions towards improvements at the 
Lancaster Way Business Park roundabout. The Parish Council agreed to write to County 
Highways to ask what their plans are for this roundabout and to suggest that these funds are 
put towards providing a cycle path around the north side of the roundabout. The Parish 
Council also noted that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting indicate that  

 Cllr Stuart Smith commented on this matter; the Parish Council will write to Cllr Smith to ask 
for details about what his comments were on this topic. 

 
18/322 18/01669/FUL 
 Erection of 3No park homes 
 Cathedral View Park 
 
 Cllr Boylett exercised his speaking right. Speaking as an affected resident of Cathedral View 

Park and as Chairman of the Cathedral View Park Residents Association, he advised that the 
site is outside the Witchford development envelope and does not meet the criteria for an 
exception site, that the application will not contribute to meeting a need for low cost homes as 
there are already a number of vacant plots at the residential park, that the development would 
remove the only remaining green space on the site and there is no planting plan in the 
application, that the application should be for only one new park home plot. 

 
 Cllr Boylett then left the meeting. 
 
 The Parish Council objected to this application on the grounds that the development site is 

outside the village development envelope, that it represents over-development of the site and 
would remove the only remaining area of open green space within the residential park. 

 
 Cllr Boylett rejoined the meeting. 
 
 Projects 
 
18/323 The Parish Council noted that its request for a cycle link to be provided on the maintenance 

track within the new development at Field End was sent to the District Council on 6th October, 
but that no reply has been received. Cllr Allen also advised that at his meeting on 3rd 
December the District Council Strategic Planning Officer was not aware of the Parish 
Council’s proposed spine cycle route; he had then suggested that the only way to achieve this 
cycle link within this development would be to agree that the developer could reduce their 
funding for other open space obligations within the development. 

 
 The Parish Council agreed to write to the District Council to ask if the Manor Road 

development can provide funding towards the spine cycle route. The Parish Council also 
commented that the spine cycle route should be included in the Neighbourhood Plan. 
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18/324 Finance 
 
 The Parish Council agreed the cheque on the schedule of cheques. 
 
18/325 Budget 2019-20: 
 
 i) the Parish Council agreed the following amendments to the draft budget (v.2): 
 

• to add £100 to the budget for hedgecutting, bringing it up to £450 

• to add a budget of £700 for replacing the floodlights at the church with LED lights 
 
 ii) the final version of the budget and precept demand will be presented to the Parish Council 

at the 2nd January 2019 meeting. 
 
 Community 
 
18/326 The Parish Council discussed the impact of littering from persons using the drive-through 

facilities at the Ely Leisure Park on the wider community. The Parish Council noted that tehre 
is an observable increase in litter within Witchford including in front gardens of properties in 
the village. The Parish Council agreed to write to East Cambridgeshire District Council 
requesting that in future any planning permissions for drive-through facilities should have a 
condition that the business is required to meet the costs of dealing with litter in the wider area. 
The Parish Council will also inquire whether extra litter picking will be carried out in villages 
within a three mile radius of a drive through facility. The Parish Council will also invite the 
District Council Waste Manager to an upcoming Parish Council meeting to discuss this 
further. 

 
18/327 The Parish Council discussed a proposal from Cllr Palmer to set up a volunteer litter-picking 

scheme in the village, for areas not covered by the village handyperson. Families, groups of 
residents or organisations can ‘adopt’ an area for a specified period, and then carry out litter 
picking on that area when it is convenient for them. The Parish Council discussed the idea 
and agreed that it would be good to encourage people to take care of the village environment. 
The Parish Council noted that the Brownies still carry out an annual litter pick.  

 
 The Parish Council agreed to allocate £200 from the 2018-19 street furniture budget to set up 

a scheme starting with up to six areas for adoption, including the costs of litter pickers, 
tabards if needed, and adverts in The Witchfordian. Cllr Palmer will take responsibility for 
running the scheme. There will be no signs or notices about the scheme on the ground to 
avoid the proliferation of signs in the village. 

 
 Open Spaces 
 
18/328 The Parish Council noted and agreed the Old Recreation Ground Activity Plan. Item 9, 

hedgecutting, has already been carried out. 
 
18/329 The Parish Council noted that new fencing has been erected closely alongside public 

bridleway No4 leading from Bedwell Hey Lane, so that the path is fenced on both sides. The 
Parish Council agreed to write to the landowner to request that the remainder of the bridleway 
remains unfenced to retain the rural aspect of the path for public enjoyment, or that if there is 
any additional fencing then it should be placed away from the path and be accompanied by 
planting. The Parish Council would like to be consulted on any future plans for fencing close 
to the bridleway because it is a village amenity. 

 
18/330 The entrance to the Millennium Wood has recently been cleared. The works on the gate are 

ongoing and should be completed in the new year. 
 
 
 



 

 

7201 
 
18/331 Twenty-two empty gas cylinders have been dumped on the entrance to Long Drove footpath 

No12. These have been reported by the Parish Council to the Liquid Petroleum Gas 
Association helpline. However, the Parish Council considers that as this is a form of fly-tipping 
the District Council should take responsibility for ensuring dumped gas cylinders are removed. 
The Parish Council will write to East Cambridgeshire District Council to query this and to ask 
on what legal basis they are refusing to remove dumped gas cylinders. 

 
18/332 Date of next Parish Council meeting Wednesday 2nd January 2019. 
  
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.50 p.m.  
 
Signed:  …………………………………………………..   Chairman 
 
Date:     ……………………………………….. 

 


