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Witchford Parish Council 
 

Clerk: Mrs A Hodges, 88 West Fen Road, Ely, Cambridgeshire, CB6 3AA 
Telephone 01353 664427 

 
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd January 2019 at 7.30pm at St 

Andrews Hall Main Street 
 
Present:   Mr A Shaw (in the Chair), Mr I Allen, Mr I Boylett, Mr D Jackson, Mr N 

Johnson, Mrs R Lacey and Mr H Palmer  
In attendance: County Councillor Mrs L Dupre 
 
No members of the public were present. 
 
18/333 Apologies for absence were received from District Councillors Mr C Cheetham and Mr M 

Hugo, Councillors Mr R Braund, Mr J Foulger, Mrs J King, and Mrs R Westwell 
 
18/334 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
18/335 The Minutes of the 19th December 2018 meeting were approved by the Parish Council and 

signed as a true record by the Chairman.  
 
 Information from District and County Councillors   
 
18/336 Cllr Mrs L Dupre gave a report on Cambridgeshire County Council matters including: an 

independent audit of the Mayoral Combined Authority, pay cut for council staff, revenue 
support grant, business rates retention, the 2019-20 County Council budget, special 
educational needs, domestic abuse funding, traffic diversions at recent road accidents, 
guidance for councillors on outside bodies, health and wellbeing board, let’s get moving 
scheme, Cambridgeshire Archives move to Ely. The full text of Cllr Dupre’s report is at 
www.tinyurl.com/lornasreports. Cllr Dupre will be holding Meet Your Councillor sessions at St 
Andrews Hall Witchford on Monday 28th January and Monday 25th February 2019 at 6.30pm 
– 7.30pm. 

 
 Cllr Dupre answered questions from the Parish Council. With regard to the purchase and 

redevelopment of the old MOD housing at Ely, Cllr Dupre is still waiting for details of how 
affordable housing on the site will be classified, and also on what proportion of the new-build 
housing on the site will be classed as affordable. The District Council is also exploring the 
feasibility of becoming a registered housing provider. With regard to the County Council’s 
Special Educational Needs overspend of £8.4m, Cllr Dupre advised that the additional £125m 
provided by the government is to cover the whole country so the actual amount coming to 
Cambridgeshire will be relatively small. The County Council is required by law to make 
appropriate SEN provision; it is difficult to balance funding between provision in special 
schools and mainstream schools. Cllr Dupre was asked if there is any method for recalling the 
Combined Authority Mayor similar to that for recalling an MP; there is none (although the 
Combined Authority Board can hold a vote of no confidence in the Mayor). The next Mayoral 
election is scheduled for 2021. Cllr Dupre advised that Balfour Beatty has a long-term contract 
(25 years) to maintain the County Council’s streetlights. Cllr Dupre also confirmed that the 
campaign against domestic abuse does include abuse against men and boys. 

 
 Cllr Cheetham sent a written report on East Cambridgeshire District Council matters, including 

the allocation of £56612.23 Regulation 123 CIL funding to the Sutton GP surgery extension, a 
projected year-end revenue underspend of £325,500 with a projected overall budget 
underspend of £5,864,796, authorisation given to spend up to £20,000 from section 106 funds 
to make improvements to Barton Road, Ely public conveniences, and the purchase of the 
former MOD site, Ely and the concurrent transfer to the EAST Cambs Trading Company  

http://www.tinyurl.com/lornasreports
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 (ECTC) which will undertake a rolling refurbishment programme including the sub division of 4 

units resulting in a completed scheme of 92 units. 15 of these units will become affordable, 
shared ownership CLT homes for the benefit of people who live or work locally 

 
 Audit and Legal 
 
18/337 The Parish Council agreed to ask East Cambridgeshire District Council ECDC for their plans 

for Operation London Bridge and what role the Parish Council is expected to have. Operation 
London Bridge covers what will happen in the days following the death of the Queen. 

 
18/338 The Parish Council noted the proposed Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Section 247 

Proposed Stopping Up of Highway at 186 Main Street Witchford Order and agreed to object to 
the proposed order, on the grounds that the site enhances the environment and amenity of 
this part of the village, that the land is green open space, and that the County Council as 
Highways Authority has objected to the stopping up of the area of highway. The Parish 
Council also agreed to discuss sending a representative to the District Council Planning 
Committee when this item is discussed. 

 
 Neighbourhood Plan  
 
18/339 The Parish Council noted that the final version of the Witchford Landscape Character 

Assessment (‘LCA’) has been submitted by the landscape architect. XXXXXXX Minor 
corrections are needed to the depiction of the new parish boundary on the master map in the 
LCA and to the description of properties ‘near to’ Sutton Road rather than ‘on’ Sutton Road. 
Assuming these corrections, the Parish Council agreed to adopt the LCA. 

 
18/340 The Parish Council noted that East Cambridgeshire District Council is undertaking a   

consultation on the proposed amendment of the Witchford Neighbourhood Plan Area to reflect 
the new parish boundary due to come into force in February or March this year. 

 
 Budget 
 
18/341 The Parish Council approved the 2019-20 budget and precept demand, which will be £58081. 
 
 Planning  
 
18/342 18/01750/FUL 
 New 2 bed dwelling - Resubmission of 18/01161/FUL 
 Site North West Of 36 Manor Close 
 
 The Parish Council objected to this application on the grounds that the proposed vehicular 

access to this application site is over land owned by two separate third parties, including 
common land; it is an offence to drive a motor vehicle over common land without lawful 
authority; if planning permission were to be granted then the applicant would need to seek 
authority to cross this third party land to access this site; the Parish Council has a policy 
covering vehicular access over its land, which it would apply were planning permission to be 
granted; the track leading to the development site is in a poor condition and is not suitable for 
emergency and refuse vehicles; the proposed development would remove the off-road 
parking for the existing property 36 Manor Close therefore not in compliance with the East 
Cambridgeshire District Council Local Plan parking standards. The access shown on the 
planning application location plan is not a private road as described. 

 
18/343 District Cllr Smith replied to the Parish Council’s query about his comments at the District 

Council Planning Committee meeting on 7th November 2018 about planning application 
18/00820/OUM at Manor Road. Cllr Smith said he had asked for highways infrastructure to be 
put in place before housing was built. 
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18/344 Finance. The Parish Council noted the bank reconciliation as at 30th November 2018 and the 

quarterly budget review to 31st December 2018, and approved the cheques on the schedule 
of cheques. The Parish Council will investigate options for improving the interest income from 
its bank balance. 

 
 Community 
 
18/345 The Parish Council play areas, at Common Road and Bedwell Hey Lane, have  

 been inspected weekly during December 2018. No matters of concern have been  
 noted. The Parish Council agreed to purchase five bags of bark for the Common Road play 
 area. 

 
18/346 Cllr Boylett will be the Parish Council’s representative to the East Cambs Parish Conference 

on 29th January. The Parish Council will also send the details to the WPFA. 
 
18/347 The Parish Council agreed to pass on to East Cambridgeshire District Council a request from 

residents for signage at Meadow Close to show the direction to the flats. 
 
18/348 Following discussion the Parish Council voted not to remove the coronation tree, but to 

arrange for it to be neatened up. 
 
18/349 Team D and the Open Spaces Group have carried out voluntary conservation and 

maintenance work as detailed to the Parish Council this month. The Parish Council 
commended Team D for their work at the Elm Close hedge and replacing the bench on the 
verge opposite Bedwell Hey Lane. Work on the Millennium Wood gates is still ongoing. 

 
18/350 Councillor Reports 
 
 The Parish Council will contact Sanctuary to find out when the chicane on the path between 

Manor Close and Manor Court Road will be removed.The trees at Manor Close have been 
trimmed by the District Council. 

 
 The Parish Council will request firm definitions of affordable housing from the District Council 

housing manager and Lucy Fraser MP. 
 
 The Open Spaces Councillor will be taking further chainsaw training later in January. 
 
 The Parish Council has followed up the problems of mud on Sutton Road; this is coming from 

farming operations on land off New Road; this has also resulted in a crushed pipe in the drain 
at the side of the drove. County Councillor Dupre has been informed as this is a highways 
matter. The Parish Council will consider looking at traffic management at the southern end of 
New Road (which is a byway open to all traffic). 

 
18/351 In addition to items raised during the course of the meeting, Councillors proposed the 

following items for inclusion in upcoming Parish Council agendas: to invite the District Council 
waste officer to the 6th February meeting to discuss the increase in littering, affordable 
housing, the reason for the rise in the precept and reserves, LED amenity lighting, options for 
traffic management at New Road 

 
18/352 The Parish Council noted the activity log for December 2018 
 
18/353 Date of next Parish Council meeting Wednesday 16th January 2019. 
  
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.07 p.m.  
 
Signed:  …………………………………………………..   Chairman 
 
Date:     ……………………………………….. 


